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He looked blank a moment and then said, "Oh." In twenty minutes I overheard a dozen foreign accents.
,    A few weeks later I visited Hartford, Connecticut. In three blocks on a single street I saw these shop signs:
Kutz Music Store
John Campo. Custom Tailor
P. (X Postma. Jeweler
P. J. Dooley. Rathskeller
Paul A. Zazzanx Permittee
Calfas. Hatter
McCoy's. The House of Music
Witkower's Old Book Store
Gung-Ho. Chinese Restaurant
Donchian. Rugs
R, G. Sceli & Co. Radio & Electronic Parts
Gustave Fischer Co. Office Equipment
Dr. George E. Woerz. Optometrist
Leo Celio. Groceries
Here are German, Jewish, Greek, Irish, Italian, Chinese, Armenian, and Polish names.
. In his indispensable and massive North America,5 Professor J, Russell Smith makes a list of some births recorded in one month in a New England factory town:
A daughter, Ida, to Quintu and Amelia Perline.
A daughter, Vittoria Luigia, to Antonio and Luigian Musante.
A son, Albert Joseph, to John and Amelia Kottman.
A daughter, Hilda M., to John and Elsie Balster.
A daughter, Stanislawa, to Wlodslow and Mary Dictk.
A daughter, Annie, to Joseph and Mary Groszek.
A daughter, Helen, to Nikolay and Sophia Smey.
A daughter, Sophie Justine, to John W. and Louise F. Kempt.
A son, Joseph, to Redolf and Mary Govin.
A daughter, Katie Mary, to Nicholas and Joseph Moriscato.
A daughter, Victoria, to Mathew and Joanna Styfcka.
A daughter, Eugeniusz Jo, to Volente and Mary Borcz.
A daughter, Cecilia, to Peter and Anne Nasiadka.
My friend Edward A. Weeks Jr., editor of the Atlantic Monthly, took me to lunch in Boston; he said he'd show me "the real New England/' I thought I would meet Cabots and Lowells, and, since I had seldom met any Cabots or Lowells, my curiosity was pleasantly aroused. Mr. Weeks introduced me to his friends. One was a Greek importer, one the brother of a Jewish judge, one an Irish businessman. Not a Brahmin in the lot.
5 New York, Harcourt, Brace and Company, Inc., 1925.